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Grassroots Campaign Underway to Promote  

Co-Sponsorship of ñAmateur Radio Parity Actò HR 4969 

There is a grassroots effort underway to promote bipartisan co-sponsorship in the U.S. House 
of Representatives of HR 4969, the Amateur Radio Parity Act.  This bill would request the FCC 
to apply the ñreasonable accommodationò three-part test of the PRB-1 federal preemption poli-
cy to private land-use restrictions regarding antennas.  Currently, PRB-1 only applies to state 
and local zoning laws and ordinances. 

HR 4969 was introduced with bipartisan support on June 25. Getting additional HR 4969 co-
sponsors is essential to success.  ARRL is urging members and clubs to contact their U.S. 
Representatives now by phone, e-mail, and in-person visits to urge co-sponsorship of the leg-
islation and to explain why it is important to the individual member / voter.  The primary point to 
make is that the greatest threat to Amateur Radio volunteer emergency and public service 
communication is restrictions that prohibit outdoor antennas.    

To find out how you can help, see the ARRL HR 4969 web page at http://www.arrl.org/hr-4969.  

This web page has links to the full text of HR 4969, what this bill will do to help Amateur Radio, 
how you can help by asking your Representative to sign on to HR 4969 as a co-sponsor, a 
sample letter, and key talking points to use when discussing HR 4969.   

This web page also has instructions on expediting delivery of your letter by sending it to ARRL, 
Attn: HR 4969 letter campaign, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111.  ARRL will insure that 
your letter is promptly delivered to Congressional offices, to avoid a 5-7 week delay in regular 
U.S. Mail delivery because of security tests on all mail to Congress.  And an equally important 
reason is that ARRLôs lobbyists in Washington will have an opportunity for a face-to-face visit 
with your Representative or his office staff when they deliver your letter.   

Many members of Congress also have an on-line email or web-based form for submitting com-
ments to your representative.   

Thanks for your help in urging your U.S. Representative to cosponsor this important legislation. 

        73, Cliff K0CA 

http://www.arrl.org/hr-4969
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Midwest Division Students Receive ARRL Scholarships 

Congratulations to the following ARRL Foundation 2014 Scholarship Recipients from the Mid-
west Division.  This year I was elected to serve on the ARRL Foundation Board.  As a member 
of the Scholarship Committee, I was extremely impressed by the quality of these fine young 
radio amateurs, and extend best wishes to them as they pursue their college careers: 

¶ The Alfred E. Friend Jr, W4CF, Memorial Scholarship, $5000ðDuncan MacLachlan, 

KU0DM, of Prairie Village, Kansas 

¶ The Dayton Amateur Radio Association Scholarship, $2000ðJohn A. Crooke, KD0STX, of 
Springfield, Missouri 

¶ The Paul and Helen L. Grauer Scholarships, $1000 eachðAshley A. Coleman, KD0YTX, 

of Colby, Kansas and Jessica Sherrill, K0SHE, of Bonne Terre, Missouri 

¶ The PHD Scholarship, $1000ðRyan B. Ruenholl, KD0FJQ, of Blair, Nebraska 

¶ The Ray, N0RP, & Katie, W0KTE, Pautz Scholarship, $1000ðPhilip D. Gresham, 

KD5IPH, of Columbia, Missouri 

Bruce Frahm K0BJ Elected ARRL Honorary Vice President 

At its July 2014 meeting, the ARRL Board of Directors awarded Bruce Frahm K0BJ, the posi-
tion of ARRL Honorary Vice President. Bruce served the American Radio Relay League, Inc., 
for twenty years as Vice Director (1994-2006), Director (2006-2010), and Second Vice Presi-
dent (2010-2014). 

In its resolution awarding Bruce this great honor, the Board acknowl-
edged his diligent service to the League on Board committees, includ-
ing member and chair of the Programs and Services Committee, chair 
of the HF Band Planning Committee, member of the Ethics and Elec-
tions Committee, and member of the ARRL Foundation Board and Pro-
posals Committee chair. 

He has also shown his leadership by his extraordinary generosity as a 
member of the ARRLôs Maxim Society. 

Bruce has been an active Radio Amateur who has operated from ap-
proximately thirty countries and promoted International goodwill, and his leadership and devo-
tion to duty have earned both the respect of the Board and the admiration of the membership. 
And since becoming a Radio Amateur in 1967, he has endeavored always to live by the Ama-
teur's Code. 

Bruce formerly held the calls WN0TAS and WA0TAS and is an Extra Class licensee.  He is 
Past President of the Trojan Amateur Radio Club, Life Member of AMSAT, and Kansas Ham 
of the Year 2000. He is very active on the air and has earned 5BDXCC, #1 Honor Roll, and 
5BWAS awards. 

Congratulations to Bruce K0BJ on this well-deserved recognition! 



hƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ DƭŜƴƴ ¢ƘƻǊƴŜ 
Y50v of the July 6th Reinbeck and 
Traer, Iowa tornadoes ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘπ
ŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜƭŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ b²{Φ  aƻǊŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀǘ 
https://plus.google.com/
photos/109409616902710332166/
albums/6033695791625307761?
authkey=CJ76-Ym398mYOw (photos 
courtesy Glenn Thorne KD0Q) 
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Around the Midwest Division 

Hereôs a shot of the Marshall County (KS) 
ARS portable tower/trailer.  The crank up 
tower can extend up to about 35'.  Atop 
the tower is a Mosley.TA33Jr and a 40/80 
dipole.  MCARC operated 1A during the 
ARRL Field Day with six members partici-
pating. (Photo courtesy Mike Stillwell 
AC0I) 

Kansas City DX Club President Jeff 
Blaine AC0C (on the right) presents 
the first place prize, a Yaesu FT-897D 
to Doug W9WI, of Nashville, TN, the 
winner of the 35th running of the 
KCDXC Pileup Contest at the 2014 
Dayton Hamvention.  (photo courtesy 
of KCDXC News, June 2014) 

https://plus.google.com/photos/109409616902710332166/albums/6033695791625307761?authkey=CJ76-Ym398mYOw
https://plus.google.com/photos/109409616902710332166/albums/6033695791625307761?authkey=CJ76-Ym398mYOw
https://plus.google.com/photos/109409616902710332166/albums/6033695791625307761?authkey=CJ76-Ym398mYOw
https://plus.google.com/photos/109409616902710332166/albums/6033695791625307761?authkey=CJ76-Ym398mYOw


More than 3,000 people attended the 
ARRL Centennial National Conven-
tion.  Some familiar faces in the 
crowdð from left to right, Former MO 
Section Manager Roger Volk K0GOB 
and George Schindler WB0IIS. 
(Photos courtesy K0GOB and WB0IIS) 
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ARRL Centennial National Convention 

George Schindler WB0IIS operat-
ing W100AW at the Hiram Percy 
Maxim Memorial Station in Newing-
ton, CT. 

Mel Whitten K0PFX, at the HF 
Digital Voice booth at the Cen-
tennial National Convention.  
Mel also gave a forum on HF 
Digital Voice.   
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Cliffôs Notes 

¶ Good news from Larry Staples W0AIB, of the famed Larryôs List in metro Kansas City, 
Larry was recently hospitalized, but reports he is now home and ñhealthy.ò 

¶ Congratulations to Kevin Sanders K0KDS, ARRL Iowa Public Information Coordinator, 
and all the Iowa hams for the publicity gained from Iowa Governor Terry Branstadôs decla-
ration of June 18-24 as Amateur Radio Week in Iowa. 

¶ Kudos to the Raytown, MO ARC on the Field Day / Special Event Activity at the National 
World War I Museum at Liberty Memorial in Kansas City.  Thereôs an excellent video of 
this WW1USA special event produced by JD Dupuy N0IRS at: 
https://vimeo.com/100338539  

¶ Several Midwest Division ARRL members contributed to the success of the ARRL Nation-
al Centennial Convention with their forums and presentations.  Joe Eisenberg K0NEB 
spoke on ñSuccessful Kit Building Techniques.ò  Mel Whitten, K0PFX gave a forum on 
ñFree DV, Digital Voice over HF using CODEC2.ò  And Rod Blocksome K0DAS was a 
presenter on ñFrom HT to MicrowaveðMaking the Transition.ò  

¶ After much thought, I have decided to retire from the ARRL Board after eight years of ser-
vice, when my current term as Midwest Division Director ends on December 31, 2014. 
The responsibilities of my professional career continue to require a substantial amount of 
time.  And I want to devote more time to my family. It has been an honor and privilege to 
represent you on the ARRL Board and have the wonderful opportunity to make lasting 
friendships with so many fine people both on the board and throughout the Midwest Divi-

sion. I owe a special thank-you to Vice Director Rod Blocksome K0DAS, the Assistant 
Directors, the current and past Section Managers and the many ARRL volunteers and 
members throughout the Midwest Division, for all that each of you do for ARRL and Ama-
teur Radio.  

      73, Cliff K0CA 

   


