
On Thursday, November 12, at 10:25 am, students from four parochial schools in the St. 
Louis area had a two-way conversation with the International Space Station (ISS).  How did 
that happen?  Borrowing a phrase from the real-estate business; ñDedication, dedication, 
dedicationò. 
 
First ñDedicationò goes to the Amateur who volunteered to shepherd the program from start 
to finish.  For this contact, Tom, NÏTJD, volunteered.  This is not a short term assignment as 
the work begins more than a year before the contact (13 months from start to contact).  Key 
tasks are: 
 
1. Convince the school administers that this is worth their time. 
2. Write the proposal to NASA/ARRL per www.arrl.org/hosting-an-ariss-contact 
3. Work with the schools to upgrade their curriculum to enhance their efforts in inspiring stu-
dents to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering,  math, medicine (STEM+M) 

4. Vet the students who will talk on the radios and practice with the students over a period 
of weeks. 

5. Gather a team of Amateurs who are committed to follow the project through completion. 
6. Follow every step, but donôt micro-manage the team through design, setup, practice, 
event and teardown. 

7. Made a presentation to each class about: Radio, Satellites, ISS, Space Weather, and al-
lowed each student make a voice contact on the air. 

8. Relief that all went as planned. 
 
The Second ñDedicationò goes to the schools that enthusiastically supported the ISS contact.  
In addition to many minor details they:  
 
1. Participated in writing the Educational Application (Required five rewrites). 
2. Modified course curriculum and documented same to meet the statements in the pro-
posal. 

3. Obtained lots of PR. 
4. Encouraged students to participate. 
5. Provided facilities for antennas, equipment and room for 447 students and adults during 
the contact. 
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The Third ñDedicationò goes to the rest of the Amateur team.  It is a real plus if an Amateur 
who has been associated with a previous contact joins the team.  Brian, NÏKBA and Paul, 
WB0VTK provided that extra resource during the planning and actual contact.  But, Brian and 
Paul were not alone.  George, WBÏIIS, provided technical assistance on the RF side and 
handled both the inbound and outbound audio for the local audience and to the repeater for 
the area wide broadcast. Plus, George ran the second radio in case of primary radio failure.  
Paul handled logistics.  That means he went anywhere asked and returned with the correct 
ñstuffò and was the skilled hand needed to insure all was correct.  ñStuffò is a technical term 
not always correctly defined in a dictionary.  Finally, Roger, KÏGOB, modified the repeater 
controls to permit the contact audio to be transmitted for the entire event without interruption. 
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The Motley Crew: Brian, NÏKBA; George, WBÏIIS; Tom, NÏTJD; Paul, WBÏVTK 
 

The Amateur Radio team took direct aim at Old Man Murphy.  Two antennas were set up on 
the roof of the gym each feeding identically programmed radios (Kenwood TS-2000).  Satel-
lite tracking software (SATPC323) drove the AZ/EL rotor (Yaesu G-5500) directing the 14 
element, left hand polarized antenna (M2) for the Primary Radio.  On the Secondary Radio 
was a 2 meter Egg Beater Antenna (M2), just in case. 
 
Tests were made over a three day period and a dry run was made the day before the event.  
Finally, the pass immediately before going live copied the telemetry data. 
 
Did I mention that everything was battery backed up? 
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The students were coached and practiced how to line up before their turn and where to 
stand during their questioning period.  A picture, not included in this write-up, shows a stu-
dent standing in front of the microphone, but looking at George to get confirmation on where 
to stand.  Two students from each of the four St. Louis area schools participated in the 
ARISS contact with astronaut, Dr. Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS.  The schools were: 

St. Genevieve du Bois, Warson Wood (host school) 
Mary Magdelan, Brentwood 
Our Lady of the Pillar, Creve Coeur 
Little Flower, Richmond Heights 

 
Was it worth it?   Iôll just lean back in my chair and let you look at a few pictures before giv-
ing you my one word answer at the end. 

447 parents, students, officials and media in the gymnasium 

Amateur Radio Contact with the International Space Station 
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Students asking 
questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRICELESS! 
Or as one student said ñWay Coolò 

Amateur Radio Contact with the International Space Station 
(ARISS) 
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The 2015 Hamfest presented by the Raytown Amateur Radio Club on November 7th at its 
new location was an outstanding success!  ñFor a brief moment, it appeared the Hamfest 
might not be able to happen this year when we learned we had lost our venue,ò said Presi-
dent, Randy Schulze ï KD0HKD.  ñWeôd learned that the location where weôd been for the 
past two years had lost its Certificate of Occupancy, so our team needed to find a new loca-
tion. 
 
Hamfest Chairman, Dan Cole - KC0VYT, and Larry Gonnello ï KC0YSG went out across 
the metro area, and stopped by the Ararat Shrine Temple, home of the Ararat Shrine Ham-
bash held each spring.  To our good fortune, the Shriners came to our aid by allowing the 
Raytown Amateur Radio Club to rent their fine venue for our Fall Hamfest.  ñItôs a win-win 
for everyone involved!ò said Chet Hallberg ï K0TCB of the Ararat Shrine Amateur Radio 
Club.  Vendors and patrons alike commented that not only were the facilities great, the loca-
tion was easy to find and to get to just off of Interstate 435 and the Eastwood Traffic Way. 
 
Festivities included vendors and flea market, VE Testing, and presentations by Joe Eisen-
berg - K0NEB on Kit Building, Steve Dienes ï N0TES from Alpha Antennas, and Randy 
Schulze ï KD0HKD and Eddy Paul ï KY0F from Hams in Space.  Lots of great door prizes 
were raffled.  Both breakfast and lunch was served by the staff at the Shrine Temple. 
 
ñWe really appreciated the help from the Shrine,ò said Club President, Randy Schulze ï 
KD0HKD.  ñThe Raytown Amateur Radio Club is looking forward to partnering with the Ara-
rat Shrine on future events.ò 

 
ARRL Missouri Section Manager, Dale Bagley ï 
K0KY converses with Terri OôLeary ï KD0ZKT, 
one of Raytown ARCôs Events Coordinators.  

2015 Raytown Amateur Radio Club Hamfest a Big Success! 
Story by:  Randy Schulze ï KD0HKD 
Photos by:  Kelly McClanahan ï KC0KM 
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Just a few of the Raytown Amateur Radio Club Members who contributed to the event.  Left 
to Right: Larry Gonnello ï KC0YST, Special Events Coordinator, George Rossen ï 
KD4RUU, Robin Cross ï W0FEN, Education and VE Testing, Randy Schulze ï KD0HKD, 
President, Terri OôLeary ï KD0ZKT, Events Coordinator, Wayne Yost ï KA0JJH (standing 
in back,) Repeater Trustee, Dan Cole - KC0VYT, Hamfest Chairman, and Dave Bahan ï 
KO0TER, Secretary.  

 
 
 
 
 
Dan Cole ï KC0VYT, Hamfest Chairman and 
Terri OôLeary ï KD0ZKT, Events Coordinator 
welcome guests to the 2015 Raytown Ama-
teur Radio Club Hamfest.  

2015 Raytown Amateur Radio Club Hamfest a Big Success! 


