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Boeing 100" Anniversary Special Event

Dave Propper K2DP

The Boeing Company celebrated its 100" Anniversary on 16 July 2016. And to commemorate

this celebration, the various Boeing Employee R &
during the month of July. Thirteen stations pr e
country were QRYV for this event.

AK7RM Mesa, AZ

K3BA Ridley Park, PA

KBNX Huntington Beach, CA
K7NWS/N7B Museum of Flight, Seattle, WA
K7RTN Renton, WA

N7PDX Portland, OR

WGZMA St. Louis, MO

KM4VAA Charleston, SC

W4BOE Huntsville, AL

W5BOE Johnson Space Center, TX
WT7FLY Everett, WA

WB50KC Oklahoma City, OK
WA7JET EOC in Everett, WA

The ARRL Midwest Division was represented by WOMA,
Society (BEARS) — St. Louis.

At the BEARS club, our operations utilized the EOC facility in St. Louis where HF/VHF/UHF
communication capabilities are maintained to respond to potential emergencies. We also
endeavored to work stations on multiple bands and modes of communication, in keeping with our
charter of being able to provide communication during diverse situations. Operators were
ABODRX, AD@VA, ADBWX, K2DP, NSO and WJTT. Here is a QSO summary of the results of
the W@MA Boeing 100 operation:
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Phone Cw RTTY PSK Total
80M 14 15 62 0 91
40M 944 198 117 0 1259
30M 0 186 4 0 190
20M 1474 68 265 52 1859
17M 4 36 2 0 42
15M 5 4 4 0 13
12M 0 9 0 0 9
10M 22 0 0 0 22
2M 13 0 0 0 13
70cm 5 0 0 0 5
Total | 2481 516 454 52 3503

Total QSOs before dupes was 3667. All states were worked multiple times, and a total of 66
DXCC entities were worked.

A special QSL is available for the W@MA Boeing 100 Operation, and for operations from
several of the other Boeing 100 stations.

Please QSL to WAMA via the Buro or CBA. All WZMA Boeing 100 QSOs have been uploaded
on LoTW and ClubLog.
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Where the Trails Divide

Jim Andera KONK

Taking advantage picture-perfect autumn weather, the Olathe Kansas based Santa Fe Trall
Amateur Radio Club (SFTARC) put three NPOTA sites on the air simultaneously. Those familiar
with the wagon trails of the old west may recognize that Gardner Kansas is a place where the
California, Oregon and Santa Fe Trails divided. In the mid to late 1800s, travelers heading west
from the launching points of Independence and Westport Missouri followed the same general
wagon ruts for the first 40 miles. Then here at Gardner, the wagons filled with families wanting to
start a new life out west followed the California or Oregon Trails, turning northwest at this point
while the cargo wagons on the Sante Fe Trail headed southwest. Today this point is just outside
of the town of Gardner and is marked by a small roadside park—fittingly called Gardner Junction.

On a beautiful Saturday morning, S-BayRyk, noaa anb e
informational kiosk in the park. One station was intended to work primarily 20m SSB and the

ot her 40m SSB. A third station, operating o
With only one tree in the park large enough to support an antenna, we used a bow and arrow to
launch a line to support an inverted-Vee for 40m. 200-plus feet away a Chushcraft R5 vertical

was planted on a 10-ft pole to provide 20m — 10m coverage. The antenna separation was an
important part of planning the setup, considering the station on the vertical was set up to run 1.5
kw. Ralph Crumrine, NOKC, had set up the Centennial Amplifier he designed and built (see QST,
Dec 2014) to complement his Kenwood TS-570 transceiver that was used on 20 meters and
above. The antenna separation worked well in providing adequate isolation to the 40m SSB
station running an lcom IC-7200.

The SFTARC club callsign of KSOKS served us well in calling attention to this historic site on the
plains of Kansas. Each station had an operator and a logger using a laptop. During the QSOs,
we often told a quick story about the history of the Gardner Junction, and provided a report of
TRO7, TR11 and TR14. We dealt with power line noise, the audio and electrical noise of passing
trains and multiple occurrences of noise from single-engine airplanes taking off from Gardner
Municipal airport, often with a glider in tow. Operating for about 4 hours on October 22, we
worked well over 200 stations across the US and into Europe. The club member participation was
fantastic and the operation was most enjoyable. It was much like a Field Day operation, but
without the heat, humidity or stress factors that normally come with Field Day.
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Ralph Crumrine, NOKC, connects the power supply to his homebrew Centennial Amplifier. The
high-voltage switching power supply to the right of the amplifier is also a NOKC design.
Remarkably, it is light enough to be picked up by one finger.

Therecently-complet ed STARC s trail r was useaalionas a s u|
Had the weather been foul, we would have operated from it.
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There is no generation gap in our Santa Fe Trail Club. 11-year old Jim Krentzel, KEOGEY,
operates next to Jim Alexander, KIOCT.

i i &h

Our stations at Gardner Junction were surrounded by native grass, railroad tracks and power
lines, not to mention a more than occasional airplane overhead.

§

&
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Peg Nichols, KDOVKS, logs for the 20m SSB station while NOKC operates. Earlier in the day
Peg made her first-ever HF QSO.

(All photos by KONK)
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On the VHF Bands

Jon Jones, N@JK

On the VHF bands the big news has been Joe Taylor K1JT's MSK-144 software. A big step up
in efficiency in making meteor scatter contacts on 50 and 144 MHz. Daily | see many people
using MSK-144 to make 6 meter meteor scatter contacts. | will review MSK-144 in the February
2017 WAS50 column.

On Saturday December 10 some sporadic E popped up on both 6 and 10 meters. | spent most
of the day on 10 for the ARRL 10 meter contest.

The Es allowed many mid west contestants in the ARRL 10 meter contest to fill their logs.

10 was "wide open" to W4, W5 and west to AZ, CO, MT and NM from Kansas 1645z to 1800z.
My first contact in the log was with VP5CW at 1645z via double hop Es! Worked several
stations in Colorado, which is a fairly short distance. From home | ran 5 watts on CW to an old
Radio Shack CB magnet mount whip. The whip was on a Weber BBQ grill on our patio. [see
photo next page i ed] Despite this very basic set-up, | made around 25 contacts. You never
know about 10, | really didn't expect anything with solar cycle 24 fading away.

| went out fixed mobile later, again with 5 watts, but now a full size 1/4 wave whip on the car.
This got out well. | found strong Es on 10 meters from 1930 - 2200z to W1, W2 and W3. MUF
at this time seem lower, probably just above 30 MHz. Worked VHFers W3EP and K1RO. |
made one F-layer DX contact with PX2B at 2052z. | worked KOVBU for the Kansas mult. Heard
fellow Kansas stations K3PA and KCODEB also working the contest. Ended up with 60
contacts. | made only one contact on Sunday with a station in New York at 1904z, probably
weak Es.

Sam, K5SW EM25 Oklahoma wrote me about 6 meter Es Dec. 10 occurring about the same
time:

"The minor E season of Dec/ Jan had 50 MHz open today, Dec. 10th. From 1700z-
1800z | worked FMO5, FM17, and FM16 stations. | heard beacons from that area.
Maybe we will have some E-skip during the Jan VHF VHF contest, too.”
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Midwest Division Special Event Stations

02/18/2017 | 13th Annual "Freeze Your Keys" winter operating event

Feb 18, 1400Z-2200Z, WOEBB, Leavenworth, KS. Kickapoo QRP Amateur Radio Club and Pilot
Knob Amateur Radio Club. 14.325 14.058 CW 7.240 7.035. QSL. Gary Auchard, 34058 167th
St, Leavenworth, KS 66048. This event is held at Weston Bend State Park in Missouri. If
weather closes the park the alternate site will be the VA City Park in Leavenworth

Kansas. wlebb@juno.com

02/25/2017 | 72nd Anniversary of the Battle of Iwo Jima

Feb 25, 1500Z-2200Z, WOFSB, Waterloo, IA. Five Sullivan Brothers Amateur Radio Club.
21.240 14.240 7.240. Certificate & QSL. Five Sullivan Brothers ARC, 3186 Brandon Diagonal
Blvd, Brandon, IA 52210. For QSL card: Send card and #10 SASE; For Certificate &QSL: Send
QSL, address label and 3 Forever stamps; For eQSL & Certificate: Send eQSL, then an email to
wOfsb@outlook.com, requesting a .jpg file of the certificate that you can print

yourself. www.qgrz.com/db/wOfsb



mailto:
http://www.qrz.com/db/w0fsb
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Midwest Division ARRL Hamfests & Conventions

02/04/2017 | Mine Creek Winterfest
Location: LaCygne, KS

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Mine Creek ARC

02/25/2017 | 9th Annual Winter RF Fest
Location: Perry, 1A

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Hiawatha Amateur Radio Club
Website: www.harciowa.org

03/04/2017 | 2017 Southwest lowa ARC Flea Market
Location: McClelland, 1A

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Southwest lowa Amateur Radio Club

Website: http://www.swiradio.org

03/11/2017 | Nebraska State Convention - Lincoln Amateur Radio Club Hamfest
Location: Lincoln, NE

Type: ARRL Convention

Sponsor: Lincoln Amateur Radio Club

Website: http://www.kOkkv.org

03/18/2017 | Mahaska Hams Swapmeet
Location: Oskaloosa, 1A

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Mahaska Amateur Radio Club

03/25/2017 | Springtime OARS Club Hamfest
Location: Mount Vernon, MO

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Ozarks Amateur Radio Society

Website: http://WOOAR.com

04/07/2017 | OzarkCon QRP Conference (Operating Specialty Convention)
Location: Branson, MO

Type: ARRL Convention pending Executive Committee approval

Sponsor: Four State QRP Group

Website: http://www.ozarkcon.com

04/15/2017 | Hambash 2017

Location: Kansas Clty, MO

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Ararat Amateur Radio Shrine Club (WAGNQA)



http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/mine-creek-winterfest-6
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/9th-annual-winter-rf-fest
http://www.harciowa.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2017-southwest-iowa-arc-flea-market
http://www.swiradio.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/nebraska-state-convention-lincoln-amateur-radio-club-hamfest
http://www.k0kkv.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/mahaska-hams-swapmeet
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/springtime-oars-club-hamfest
http://w0oar.com/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/ozarkcon-qrp-conference-operating-specialty-convention
http://www.ozarkcon.com/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/hambash-2017

ARRL Midwest Division Leadership

Director: Rod Blocksome KODAS Vice Director: Art Zygielbaum KOAIZ
kOdas@arrl.org 319-393-8022 kOaiz@arrl.org 402-421-0839

lowa Section Manager: Bob McCaffrey, KOCY
Kansas Section Manager: Ron Cowan, KBODTI
Missouri Section Manager: Cecil Higgins, ACOHA
Nebraska Section Manager: Matt Anderson, KAOBOJ

DX Advisory Committee: John Yodis, K2VV (MO)

Emergency Communications Advisory Committee: Reynolds Davis, KOGND (NE)

Contest Advisory Committee: Glenn Johnson, WOGJ (IA)

Midwest Division Volunteer Counsel: Craig Long, KOCSL

Division Legislative Action Chair: Mike Edwards, WB9M (MO)

Legislative Action Coordinators: Nick Critelli, KOPCG (lA); Bruce Frahm, KOBJ (KS & NE); Mike
Edwards, WB9M (MO).

Assistant Directors (Missouri): Paul Haefner KOJPL, Fred Miller KBOWIL, Dave Propper K2DP,
Barbara Rich KGOUT, John Rogers WOWC, Kent Trimble K9ZTV, Roger Volk KOGOB, and Eric Zust
WOTT.

Assistant Directors (Kansas): Mike Albers KOFJ, Jim Andera KONK, Andy Anderson WOAFQ, Bill
Henderson KOVBU, Charlie Hett KOTHN, Jon Jones NOJK, Brian Short KCOBS, and Rick Tucker
WORT.

Assistant Directors (lowa): Don Boyvey AKOBG, Dennis O’ ien KAODOS, C.W. Pantel KOIIR,
Jim Spencer WOSR, and Jim Lasley NOJL.

Assistant Directors (Nebraska): Frank Cahoy KOBLT, Stan Coleman NOYXV, Reynolds Davis
KOGND, Bill Duffy KAOVXK, Joe Eisenberg KONEB, Allen Harpham WDODXD, Todd LeMense
KKODX, and Mike Nickolaus NFON.

Midwest Division Webmaster: Steve Schmitz W0SJS email: wOsjs@arrl.net

Midwest Divisio n dvebsite: http://www.arrimidwest.org/
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