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Nebraska Boy Scouts Visit with Astronaut
by Jim Taylor, AJOR

On Saturday, October 15, 2016, 19 local scouts were treated to a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to talk with an astronaut on the International Space Station through the Amateur Radio on the
International Space Station (ARISS) program. For this contact, scouts at the Mid America
Council's Jubilee at Eugene T. Mahoney State Park, near Ashland, Nebraska were part of an
"Astronaut Interview Team" that asked questions of Dr. Kate Rubins, KG5FYJ, in front of a crowd
of nearly 6,000 attendees. The contact was completed through a telebridge connection to ARISS
volunteer, Shane Lynd, VK4KHZ, in Glenden, Queensland, Australia and was moderated by Joe
Spier, KEWAO.

Thanks to a great partnership between the University of Nebraska at Omaha, the Peter Kiewit
Institute, NASA, NASA Nebraska Space Grant, and the Mid-America Council Jubilee, the contact
was a resounding success. A support team from the Bellevue Amateur Radio Club (BARC), led
by James Taylor, AJOR, with technical and logistics support from Wayne Jorns, KE6DZD, and
Dudley Allen, KDONMD, provided coordination and on-site support for the ARISS contact.

Astronaut Mike Fossum, KF5AQG, served as the emcee for the event, which also kicked off
Jamboree On The Air activities for the day. What a great day for scouting and for bringing
the excitement of amateur radio to today's youth!
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Mike Fossum, KF5AQG, Kaden, a Cub Scout and Astronaut Interviwer, and Jim Taylor, AJOR

lowa Boy Scouts Experience Amateur Radio
by Michael Miller, ACOBD

Over 140 scouts in grades 1-12 participated in amateur radio activities at Camp Mitigwa on
October 8, 2016 as part of Scout Jam, a camporee-style event celebrating 100 years of
scouting in central lowa. Activities included a Morse Code learning station with practice Morse
code oscillators, a VHF station which was active on several local 2 meter repeaters, and an HF
station on 20 meters

|l owads ARRL Section Youth Coordinator Mike (ACOBD
and Greg (NOXJA) also spent the day helping scouts experience the joy of ham radio. Scouts

contacted over 80 stations in 28 states throughout the day. The call sign used for the event was

K2BSA/0. K2BSA is a nonprofit organization which supports radio scouting activities of the Boy

Scouts of America. Some of the most exciting contacts featured conversations between hams

who had earned their Eagle rank, the highest rank in scouting, and young scouts; the

excitement of the youngsters was evident both in hearing about how these hams had earned

their Eagle and also in talking to someone thousands of miles away!

Other highlights included a contact with W6RO, the station on board the museum R.M.S.
Queen Mary in Long Beach, CA, multiple contacts with other youngsters around the country,
and a contact with another K2BSA station.
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Ham Radio Contacts from a
Scout Camp on a nice day!

How much fun can you have on
the radio?
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| have a feeling this little fellow is goihg to be a future contester and DX chaser.
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Ham Radio Emergency Communications Support Going Regional
by Matt Anderson, KAOBOJ, Nebraska Section Manager

Itds a growing ar ea o emengpnioyacenimsnications suppgrt piovided s t
by amateur radio during both the initial response and recovery. Having trained operators and

their equipment able to provide communications to served agencies can be a great resource. But
like most volunteer organizations, having enough hams available is a problem. Some counties in
Nebraska have few hamsd and many are older and not able or interested in deploying during an
emergency, preferring to help by operating their base stations.

S

NEMA and local Emergency Managers have long known that in a disaster it can take several

EM6s working together t o emaivretrai rprtolces srseral pilchra san
reasons why NEMA established regions--t o encourage | ocal EM6s to ri
events and disasters alike.

The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) Nebraska Section is moving ahead with a plan to
both increase the numbers of trained hams and their ability to respond when needed throughout
the state. A District Emergency Coordinator is being appointed to work with each NEMA region.
Working with already appointed local Emergency Coordinators and Emergency Managers, the
goal is to build a stronger ham structure in each region.

DEC6s will work to recruit newicemnsedngetthemactivdonc| asses
the air and provide emergency communications training to help them be ready to serve during
times of need.

While working with current ham clubs in their areas, new clubs could also be formed. This could
help add additional repeater resources in each region to support communications needs.

The process is already underway in the northeast Nebraska region. Serving as the pilot program
for Nebraska Section, The Dakota County Amateur Radio Club already has over 25 members,
most of them from the license classes originating in the area since last spring.

In the six months the club has been operating, two new long range Fusion repeaters have been
acquired and are operating in both analog and digital modes. ARRL Emergency
Communications course and training has been completed for several members and another
class is scheduled for next spring.

Dakota County Emergency Management and South Sioux City Police Department have provided
great help getting the club off the groundd support from the local EMA and other agencies is vital
to our ability to encourage local citizens to become hams and get involved in

local emergency communications.
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J.R. Reider, KGIWR has been appointed Northeast NEMA Region District Emergency
Coordinator and is already working to establish connections with hams throughout the 12
county region to identify available resources and to start the process of recruiting new hams.
Inthecomi ng weeks he will be getti ngqueshhelpio uch
getting things moving in each county.

If you have questions about the program, please contact J.R. Reider at
jrinnebraska@hotmail.com or 712-281-0867.

lowa QSO Party Report from the Field
by Joe Spinks, AAOKW

Gregg Linn, KCOSKM, Mike Dzado, ACOHB, and Joe Spinks, AAOKW, teamed to operate the
lowa QSO Party on October 15th. We operated from a mobile station, setting up at the
Mississippi River overlook near Balltown, lowa in Dubuque County. This location was chosen
for two reasons. 1st, it offered a location that was clear of power lines and, for lowa, a high
elevation. 2nd reason was the proximity of an outstanding restaurant in Balltown, known for
delicious pies.

We made approximately 115 contacts, mostly from other states and primarily on 40 meters.
Many were from New York, as they were having the NY QSO party the same day. Later in the
afternoon, the band opened to lowa and we were able to contact lowa, Minnesota, and
Missouri stations.

This is one of our favorite ham activities, seeing the fall colors, enjoying fellowship of friends,
and talking on the radio made an enjoyable day. Oh yes, the pie was very good!

KCOSKM, ACOHB, and AAOKW Operating Location near Balltown, lowa

t
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STEM Festival in Oelwein, lowa

by Eric Grams, NOZJT
President, Rural lowa Amateur Radio Club - WOOEL

The Rural lowa Amateur Radio Club attended the Northeast lowa STEM Festival in Oelwein, 1A
on October 20. If you aren't aware of what STEM is, it's a curriculum based on the idea of
educating students in four specific disciplines & science, technology, engineering and
mathematics.

The Rural lowa ARC displayed their communications van outside the event and had some
exhibits inside for the children. Some of the items that they were able to learn about were
Morse code, transmitter hunting, what a go-kit is, webSDR, weather stations and radar, and
how solar energy can be used. They estimated almost 500 children attended the 3.5 hour
event.

Eric Grams, NOZJT http://www.n0Ozjt.com http://www.w0oel.com

Rural lowa ARC STEM Exhibit - Open for Business
The Rural lowa ARC is a Special Service Club as evident by their certificate
and banner on display in this photo
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