
One-Hundred years ago, a great war was raging across Europe.  The most common image 

that comes to mind when recalling World War I is that of men fighting in the trenches. 

Trench warfare is a form of land warfare using occupied fighting lines consisting largely of 

trenches, in which troops are significantly protected from the enemy's small arms fire and are 

substantially sheltered from artillery. The most prominent case of trench warfare is the West-

ern Front in World War I. It has become a byword for stalemate, attrition, sieges and futility in 

conflict.  Trench warfare occurred when a revolution in firepower was not matched by similar 

advances in mobility, resulting in a grueling form of warfare in which the defender held the 

advantage. In World War I, both sides constructed elaborate trench and dugout systems op-

posing each other along a front, protected from assault by barbed wire. The area between 

opposing trench lines (known as "no man's land") was fully exposed to artillery fire from both 

sides. Attacks, even if successful, often sustained severe casualties. 

Special Event Station WW1USA of the National World War I Museum and Memorial was on 

the air at Kansas City, Missouri to observe this significant feature of the Great War.  The 

Raytown Amateur Radio Club sponsored this special operating event at the museum on Sep-

tember 12th through September 13th.  All Amateur Radio Operators from around the world 

were invited to participate in this Special Event by contacting WW1USA on the radio.  For 

those in Kansas City, during the Special Event, all Amateur Radio operators who presented 

an amateur radio operatorôs license received $5 admission to the Museum for themselves 

and up to three guests in their party at the same price. 
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Stations making contact with WW1USA during the Special Event can request a Contact Cer-

tificate through the ww1usa.org website.  A QSL Card can also be obtained via mail by send-

ing SASE or by providing other return postage.  You can also obtain an Electronic QSL Card 

via eQSL. 

The weather was great during the event, but band conditions were poor.  However, a total of 

22 operators logged 767 contacts for the WW1USA event which completed on Sunday Sep-

tember 13th. The pileups were frequent, but short and contacts were made in 3 different 

modes (phone, CW, PSK) and on 4 different bands. 

While band conditions were a challenge, we still managed a number of DX contacts with 

countries like Italy, Spain, England, Slovenia represented. 

Thanks to all the 22 operators and a dozen or so others that helped all weekend but may not 

have operated.  This was another outstanding success for WW1USA made possible only by 

the efforts of a large number of volunteers. These events are considered by the Museum to 

be premier examples of volunteer-led and supported activities furthering the mission of The 

World War I Museum and Memorial.  All should be proud of our efforts and the way we repre-

sent amateur radio - on the air and in person. 

Other events occurred while our Special Radio Event was in progress, including a Motorcycle 

Rally on Saturday Afternoon, in observance of September 11th, which included thousands of 

motorcycles, and a US Army Artillery Unit which met on Sunday and gathered in military for-

mation to make a presentation.  As always, activity at and around the National World War I 

Museum and Memorial is always interesting! 

Be sure to put the next event on your calendar - December 12-13, 2015.  That event, hosted 

by the Johnson County Radio Amateur Club will be held inside the museum.  Further infor-

mation will be posted later. 

Thanks again to all who participated! 

For more details, please visit https://theworldwar.org/amateurradio  

WW1USA Special Event Station Was On the Air 

(continued) 

https://theworldwar.org/amateurradio
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We could not have asked for better weather 
while on the beautiful grounds of the Nation-
al World War I Museum and Memorial at 
Kansas City  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Father and son team, Jim McClanahan 
W0UVX and Kelly McClanahan KC0KM 
working a 20 meter pile-up  
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Bob Bahan N0TZQ and Wayne Yost work the Phone Station  

A Motorcycle Rally with thousands of bikes in observance of the September 11 Anniversary came to 
the National World War I Museum and Memorial while our event was in progress.  
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Evening Shift included Terry OôLeary KD0ZKT, Larry Gonnello KC0YST, and Wayne Yost KA0JJH 

 

 
The beautiful weather provided this sunset view from our operating tent on Saturday Evening  
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QCWA Chapter 25 is pleased to announce that the 2015 Nebraska Rare County Activation Special 
Event will take place the first weekend of October.  The event is designed to encourage activation of 
those Nebraska counties which are currently (or have  traditionally been) difficult to contact. The 
event is aimed at those amateurs  who  enjoy  special  events,  those  pursuing  county  hunter  
awards,  and/or  those  who  might  be interested in earning a Worked All Nebraska Counties award 
(see note below). 
 
The special event will start at 8:00 AM CDT (1300Z) Saturday, October 3, and end at 5:00 PM CDT 
(2200Z) Sunday, October 4. The Chapter 25 club station, NEÏQP, will be on the air from several rare 
counties during this period. Other stations using their  own calls, either with home calls from NE or 
out-of-state stations operating mobile/portable, are encouraged to participate in the event by activat-
ing any NE counties. 
 
Special event QSLs for NE0QP will be available, and certificates will be provided to those stations 
participating from NE counties. 
 
The counties addressed in the special event will include those on the County Hunterôs Most Wanted 
List, and/or those counties that were not activated in the April 2015 Nebraska QSO Party. About a 
month before the event we will post a list of the stations (with general times and frequencies) ex-
pected to be operating that weekend. 
 
Nebraska stations operating in the special event are encouraged to operate near, but not on, the 
County Hunterôs Net frequencies: 
 

CW:  7056.5, 14,056.5, & 21,056.5 kHz 
SSB:  7188, 14,336, & 21336 kHz 

 
Individual amateurs or clubs that are interested in operating in this special event are encouraged to 
contact Reynolds Davis, KÏGND, at the following email address  ReynoldsD1@aol.com so that ten-
tative schedules may be posted for their operations. 
 
After the event, stations operating in Nebraska that wish to receive a certificate are requested to sub-
mit an email request to KÏGND. Also, anyone that might need a specific county is also encouraged 
to contact K0GND and we will endeavor to activate that county if it is not already scheduled. 
 
For additional information, contact: Reynolds Davis, KÏGND 
 
Note: See this site: http://www.qcwa.org/chapter025.htm  or NEÏQP on QRZ.com, for information 
soon to appear on the recently activated Nebraska Worked All Counties award. 

THE SECOND ANNUAL RARE COUNTY 
ACTIVATION SPECIAL EVENT 

By Mike Nikolaus, NF0N 

http://www.qcwa.org/chapter025.htm
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Larry Lambert, N0LL, Smith Center, Kansas Achieves the Fred Fish Memorial Award ð If 
you are not familiar with Six Meters and the Fred Fish Memorial Award, take a look at 
www.arrl.org/ffma  One must work and confirm all 488 grid squares with territory in the conti-
nental United States on 6-metersðNo easy job!  Only five others, including Fred Fish, have 
accomplished working all 488 Grids.  In Larryôs words:   
 

ñI worked VE9IQ FN67 on August 17th for my 488th U.S. grid square on 6m.   
Took 33 years 8 months 17 days 23 hours and 27 minutes to get to 488.   
Aug. 17th was the last magic and decent 6m opening of the E season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance Hoffman, WN0L, of Colon, NE (on left) completes checking Larryôs QSLs verifying he 
had all 488 grids worked for the FFMA and his 900 grid endorsement for Six Meter VUCC. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS LARRY ! 

Around the Midwest Division 
- Here and There - 

http://www.arrl.org/ffma

